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On March 24 in Mexico City, government officials and private sector representatives reached an
agreement aimed at reducing industrial emissions in the capital city area by at least 70% before
June 1994. Under terms of the accord, industrial establishments would bear the brunt of restrictions
deemed necessary to improve the city's air quality. The agreement came a week after three
consecutive days of "very dangerous" ozone levels, which prompted authorities to implement the
city's environmental emergency plan. Industrial emissions account for only 8.4% of air pollution in
Mexico City, but they are the most toxic. Targets included in the new accord are summarized below.
* 90% reduction in suspended particle emissions by June 1994, and a 50% reduction in nitrogen
dioxide emissions within one year. * Inventory of all industrial emissions in the city within one year,
and establishment of a computerized monitoring network to assist in pinpointing the worst sources
of pollution. * 10% reduction in the use of industrial solvents within nine months, and prohibition
on the use of lead-based paint. The plan details a three-part strategy to reduce industrial pollution:
1) modernization, or promoting the use of more efficient, less energy-consuming technologies;
2) emission control via the use of cleaner fuels and better equipment; and, 3) substitute polluting
industries that fail to comply with the new measures with non-polluting industries to avoid the
loss of jobs. A US$1 billion fund is to be made available to companies throughout the country for
acquisition of pollution control equipment. Most of the fund resources will be spent in Mexico City.
Companies that cannot or will not adopt anti-pollution measures by the second half of 1994 are to be
forced to close or relocate. (Source: El Financiero International, 04/06/92)
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